
Office Hours 

Monday—Friday  

8.30am til 3.45pm 

03 8691 6900 

202-226 Newbury Boulevard 

Craigieburn 3064 

newbury.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

www.newburyps.vic.edu.au 

Important Dates 
 

 
Friday 9th February 

Newsletter Day 
 

Friday 16th February 
Assembly —located in the Gym at 

2.30pm 

Wednesday 21st February 
Year 2 Science Excursion 

 
Thursday 22nd February 

Forming Partnerships Meetings 
3.30pm-8.00pm 

*Booking required* 
 

Friday 23rd February 
Newsletter Day 

 
Friday 2nd March 

Assembly —located in the Gym at 

2.30pm 

Friday 9th March 
Newsletter Day 

 
Monday 12th March 

Labour Day—Public Holiday  
No students required at school  

 
Thursday 15th March 

Year 5/6A Science Excursion 
 

Friday 16th March 
Year 5/6B Science Excursion 

Assembly —located in the Gym at 

2.30pm 

 
For more important dates, please visit: 

www.newburyps.vic.edu.au 
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Issue 1 
Friday 8 

February 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
I would like to extend a huge, warm welcome to the Newbury Primary 
School community to all of our new families and a heartfelt welcome 
back to our existing families. We trust that you and your family had a 
relaxing break that you are ready for an exciting and fun filled time as 
we enter our second year of operation.  
 
At Newbury Primary School, we endeavour to provide a safe, secure, 
stimulating and calm learning environment where high expectations for 
academic pursuits and behaviour are the norm, where students feel 
valued, where their thoughts and opinions are considered and effort is 
recognised.  
 
Students in Years 1-6 have already spent seven days at school and 
settling in well with their new teachers, classmates and classrooms and 
learning communities. Our many Prep students started on Wednesday 
and are slowly understanding what school is about and are feeling very 
tired. 
 
The students have had a positive start and this was clearly evident in 
classrooms when we have visited them during the week. Teachers 
have worked hard to set up warm and welcoming classrooms ready for 
the start of the year. We have seen lots of happy and excited students, 
warm and welcoming teachers as well as many smiling faces which 
was fantastic. 
 
Included in this week’s newsletter is a brief introduction of our new staff 
members who are joining the Newbury community in 2018 so that you 
can put a face to their name. 
 
Please refer to the Important Dates section of the newsletter to see 
what is coming up. 
 
Thank you to the families who have made Parent Payments. A  
reminder that only cash is accepted at the office, we do not have an 
EFTPOS facility.  Payments can be made between 8:30am-3:45pm or 
by using the Qkr! app on your phone. 
 
STUDENT FREE DAYS 
The Department of Education grants schools four student free days per 
school year. The first day of the year (29th January) is compulsory for all 
schools to take. We also had the 30th January as a student free day to 
deliver professional learning to staff and enable classroom communities 
to be set up. School Council has approved the following student free 
days for 2018, to bring our total to four for the year. Please mark them 
on your calendar. 
 
Friday 11th May 
Monday 5th November (day before Melbourne Cup Day) 
 
END OF TERM FINISHING TIMES 
At the end of each term, Newbury Primary School students will be  
dismissed early.  
 
Terms 1, 2 and 3: Students are dismissed at 2:10pm 
Term 4: Students are dismissed at 1:10pm 
 
Please mark these times and dates on your calendar. 

Apps to Download 
 

Updat-ed: Keep up to date with 
instant notifications to your iPad 

or phone. 
QKR!: Make payments online 

using your debit/credit card for 
all school events requiring  

payment. 



THE EDUCATION EXECUTIVE 
The Education Executive is a new support structure in 2018 and is made up of staff  
who are responsible for overseeing the running of an area of the school.  
Prep- Ms Michelle Bromfield 
Year 1- Mr Cameron Traill 
Year 2- Mrs Kate Plant 
Year 3/4- Mrs Michelle Tedeschi 
Year 5/6- Mrs Courtney Smith 
Specialists- Ms Suzanne Pollard 
Education Support- Ms Tammy Yendall 
 
WELCOME AFTERNOON TEA 
We extend a warm invitation to our new and existing families to join Education Executive members for an 
informal afternoon tea on Monday 12th February between 2:30pm-3:00pm. 
This will be held in the gym. We would love to see you there. 
 
WE ARE PAPERLESS 
At Newbury Primary School, all information notices are delivered through our Updat-Ed app and school 
website. Only notices that require parent permission will be sent home. 
 
BIKES AND SCOOTERS 
At Newbury Primary School we promote health and fitness and it is terrific to see many students riding 
their bikes or scooters to school. Please make sure your child is wearing a helmet and that once they  
enter the school grounds, they walk their bike or scooter in. The bike sheds are located at the end of the 
building, near Classrooms 16 and 25. 
 
ENTERING AND EXITING THE SCHOOL/ GARDENS 
Please note that all gates around the school are open for entry and exit.  We are trying very hard to  
beautify our gardens and had some additional plantings and garden beds put in over the break. Please 
respect our grounds and do not walk through the gardens. 
 
STAFF CAR PARK 
Please note that the car park near the gym is for staff use only. No parents are permitted to park in or walk 
through this area. There is ample parking available around the perimeter of the school. 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
The office is open from 8:30am- 3:45pm. The Newbury entrance is for families before and after school, 
this gate will be shut during school hours.  Enquiries can be made during school hours by entering the  
office on Grand Boulevard. 
 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 
Information regarding School Council nominations will be sent home in the next few weeks. Please keep 
an eye out for this if you are interested in becoming a part of Newbury Primary School’s School Council. 
 
SUPERVISION BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL 
Please note that supervision for students before school commences at 8:45am and after school until 
3:25pm.  Staff are not on duty beyond these times. Please do not drop off your child before this time or 
leave them waiting after school beyond this time as they will not be supervised. 
 
ABSENCES 
If your child is absent, there are several options to notify the school of the absence: 
 Call the school number on 8691 6900 and leave a message to explain your child’s absence. See our 

friendly office staff if you require assistance with this. 
 Use the Updat-ed app. 
 Send a written note. 
Students must arrive at school by 9am. Classroom doors are open from 8:50am to allow students time to 
settle in and get themselves organised, ready to start instruction at 9am. Arriving at school late interrupts 
student learning and classroom instruction. 



ASSEMBLY 
A whole school assembly will be held in the school gymnasium next Friday afternoon  
at 2.30 pm. All parents and community members are encouraged to attend. 
 
CHIT CHAT FRIDAY 
On the first Friday of each month at 9:10am, parents/carers are invited to come along to the Staffroom and 
meet with the Principal Learning Community for a hot drink and informal discussion about things occurring 
at the school.  This is a great opportunity to provide feedback, ask questions and meet other parents. 
 
ALL DAY GRAZING 
At Newbury Primary School, we understand that students need food to fuel their brain and that they are 
hungry during the day. Therefore, we encourage students to bring along healthy snacks that they can 
munch on in class. Some ideas include: carrot sticks, cheese, rice crackers, fresh or dried fruit, yoghurt or 
vegetables. Please refrain from providing food that may affect any anaphylactic students.  
 
INTRODUCING OUR NEW STAFF MEMBERS 
 
PAIGE FERLAZZO- PREP B 
Hi Newbury community! My name is Paige Ferlazzo and I am thrilled to be teaching in the 
Prep Learning Community this year.  I am a Western Bulldogs fanatic and love spending time 
with my family at the football games.  On the weekends you can find me at the beach,  
spending time with friends or at my Calisthenics classes.  I am extremely excited to get to 
know you all and look forward to learning and growing together.  
 
MARIAH CRAVEN- PREP C 
Hello! My name is Mariah Craven and I am so excited to become a part of the Prep Learning 
Community at Newbury Primary School. I have taught Year One previously. Before becoming 
a primary teacher I was a swimming instructor and life guard. I love learning and I am a  
passionate teacher. I also coach and play netball in my spare time. I enjoy spending time with 
my dog, going to the gym and watching movies with friends. I look forward to meeting all your 
smiling faces and having a chat in the yard. 
 
BROOKE MUNN- PREP D 
Hello, my name is Brooke Munn and I will be joining the Prep Learning Community at  
Newbury Primary School this year. I am so excited to be a part of your school and I cannot 
wait to go on this adventure with you! This is my sixth year of teaching, although I have had 
two beautiful children of my own within that time. I love learning and creating new things and I 
am enthusiastic that we will get to experience that together. I can’t wait to meet you all and get 
to know you!  
 
GEMMA CHIODO- PREP F 
Hi everyone, my name is Gemma Chiodo and I am super excited to be joining the Prep  
Learning Community at Newbury Primary School. I am in my second year of teaching and I 
taught Year 5/6 last year. I have enjoyed every minute of teaching! In my spare time, I like to 
watch the Bombers play football, travel to new destinations and shop. I look forward to  
meeting you all and building strong relationships with students, staff, parents and the  
community. 
 
AMY PLOWMAN- PREP I 
Hey there, Newbury PS! My name is Amy Plowman and I’m very excited to be beginning my 
teaching career after graduating from the University of Melbourne last year. I will be joining the 
very large Prep learning community and I couldn’t be more delighted. I’m an avid Geelong 
Cats supporter, so I’m looking forward to seeing Gary Ablett run back out in our hoops in 
2018! I also love cooking, my dog Sydney and spending time at home with my family and 
friends. I’m looking forward to being a part of the growing Newbury community and meeting so 
many new faces!  



ELLY CARBURN- PREP J 
Hi everyone, my name is Elly Carburn and I am extremely excited to be joining  
Newbury Primary School and being a part of the Prep Learning Community this  
year. I am extremely passionate about teaching and making a difference in  
students’ education. 
Outside of school I enjoy playing basketball, watching the Richmond Tigers play and  
travelling as much as I can. I look forward to meeting you all and being a part of the  
Newbury Community! 
 
ASHLEIGH MCFARLAND- 1B 
Hi everyone, my name is Ashleigh McFarland and I am extremely excited to be joining the 
Year 1 Learning Community at Newbury Primary School and I am eager to experience all 
that it has to offer. In my spare time I enjoy travelling to exciting and fun destinations,  
spending time with my family and participating in theatre. I look forward to meeting you all 
and building an exceptional Newbury Community together. 
 
CHLOE DINUCCIO- 1C 
Hi Newbury Community! My name is Chloe Dinuccio and I am very excited to be joining 
your school community in 2018. I have spent the last 3 years teaching science in a Prep-9 
college out in the west. As much as I loved teaching science, I am eager to change things 
up and jump into the Year One Learning Community. A little about me, I enjoy playing and 
watching AFL (GO ROOS!), I brunch regularly and I love going on new adventures with 
family and friends. I look forward to building great relationships with you all and learning lots 
of amazing things throughout 2018. 
 
CHRISTY BAINES- 1D 
Hello! My name is Christy Baines and I am a new teacher to Newbury Primary School. I 
taught Year 6 in 2017 and am thrilled to be joining the Year 1 Learning Community this year. I 
spent part of my summer break at the beach with my husband and four girls, enjoying the sun 
and the sand and recharging, ready for what will no doubt be an exciting and busy year.  
Outside of school, I love reading, scrapbooking, renovating and spending time with my family. 
The Newbury community has already made me feel very welcome and I look forward to  
getting to know the broader school community over the coming year.  
 
HILARY STEPHENSON- 1F 
My name is Hilary Stephenson and I am super excited to be joining the year one Learning 
Community in 2018. I am a graduate teacher from La Trobe University and look forward to 
beginning my journey as a teacher at the wonderful Newbury Primary School. A little bit 
about me; my  
favourite holiday destination is Japan, I am a Richmond supporter, I love going snowboarding 
and I love animals (especially dogs). I look forward to an amazing year at Newbury Primary 
School and growing together as a community.   
 
REMA DIAB- 1G 
Hi everyone, my name is Rema Diab. Last year I started my first year of full time teaching as 
a Year 5/6 teacher at a school in Craigieburn. However, this year I am enormously excited 
to be joining the Year 1 Learning Community at Newbury Primary School. I am motivated 
and enthusiastic about creating a learning area that is highly engaging and encourages  
student to have a voice. In my spare time, I love to visit my friends and family, go on  
adventures and explore the outdoors. I look forward to meeting all of you and to continuing my career at 
Newbury Primary School.  
 
VICTORIA PIERRAKOS- 1H 
Hi! My name is Victoria Pierrakos and I am very excited to begin my journey at Newbury  
Primary School in the Year 1 Learning Community. This will be my second year of teaching 
and I’m absolutely loving it! When I’m not teaching, you can find me with a good book,  
coffee, food, friends and family. I look forward to sharing a fun and successful year with you! 



 
TRISTAN KELLY- 1I 
Hello everyone, my name is Tristan Kelly and I am so excited to be joining the Year 1  
Learning Community at Newbury Primary School. I have been teaching for 8 years and 
throughout this time I have mainly been a Year 5/6 teacher. Some of my favourite hobbies 
are playing music, going on hikes in the bush or by the sea and playing basketball. I am  
absolutely rapt to be joining this fantastic school and I can’t wait to get to know the parents, 
students and staff that make up the Newbury Primary community. 
 
LAUREN WONG-2A 
My name is Lauren Wong and I am excited and proud to be part of the Year 2 Learning 
Community at Newbury Primary School. This is my sixth year of teaching and I absolutely 
love being a teacher. It is such a rewarding and diverse job and I am grateful that I chose this 
career path. Outside of school I enjoy playing a variety of sports such as baseball, soccer 
and cricket. I love to travel and spend time with my friends. No matter where I am, I will  
always be drawn to any animal that is around as I absolutely adore them! I look forward to 
meeting all of you! 
 
KARLEE DEBONO-2C 
My name is Karlee De Bono, and I am honoured to be joining Newbury Primary School as 
part of the Year 2 Learning Community in 2018. I have been privileged enough to spend time 
teaching overseas in India, and am thrilled to be extending my teaching and learning journey 
as a member of the Newbury community. I enjoy sharing my time with friends, family and my 
two dogs, playing netball, and watching live sport. I am so excited to meet you and for us to 
share a supportive and engaging educational journey. 
 
LOUISE ATKINSON-3/4B 
Hi NPS community! I hope you all had wonderful holidays. My name is Louise Atkinson and 
I will be a part of the 3/4 Learning Community this year. I am in my 11th year of teaching, 
and spent last year doing relief teaching at Newbury PS and it was so much fun. In my 
spare time I love playing netball, cooking, spending time with my family and friends as well 
as heading to the footy to watch the Western Bulldogs play! I also have just started a small 
business where I make clay jewellery, I’m finding it very therapeutic and it’s helped me  
discover my creative side!  If you see me in the playground or on Yard Support come and 
say hi !  
 
JENNA GILLETT-3/4C 
Hello everyone! My name is Jenna Gillett and I am so super excited to be joining the  
Newbury Primary School community in 3/4 this year. I am in my 7th year of teaching and 
have never gone a day without learning something fantastic or having a blast with all of my 
students. In my spare time I love spending time with my family and friends, growing my  
veggies in my garden and dancing! I am looking forward to meeting magnificent new people, 
learning heaps of awesome facts and embracing the warm, welcoming and inspiring  
Newbury Primary community. Bring on 2018!  
 
DANIEL GREGORY- 5/6A 
Hi everyone, my name is Daniel Gregory and I am excited to be joining the year 5/6  
Learning Community at Newbury Primary School. I have been teaching for 3 years after a 
previous career in the health industry. I have taught 3/4 for one year and 5/6 for two years 
and I am excited about bringing my experience to Newbury and forming learning  
partnerships in the community. I love watching and playing most sport. I play Aussie Rules 
football and passionately support the Geelong Cats in the AFL. I play a bit of golf and this 
has turned into a passion over the last few years. I look forward to meeting and getting to 
know everyone in the Newbury community.  



 
ROSLYN DONOHUE-5/6C 
Hello! My name is Roslyn Donohue and this year I am lucky enough to be a part of the  
Year 5/6 Learning Community. I have been teaching for 4 years, mainly in the upper 
school, and have enjoyed every moment of it! When I’m not teaching I spend a majority of 
time travelling, Vietnam has been my favourite destination so far! I also love drawing, 
painting and playing a range of sports with friends. I cannot wait to meet everyone and 
see  
Newbury Primary School continue to grow! 
 
LEONIE GASPER- HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Hello, my name is Leonie Gasper and I’m very excited to be joining the Newbury Primary 
School community as a Health and P.E teacher. Over the past 6 years, I have enjoyed 
teaching a variety of year levels and Specialist Subject areas. On the school holidays, I  
like to travel to new destinations with my two daughters, Molly and Maisey, aged 12 and 9.  
I hope you have had a safe and happy summer holiday and I look forward to meeting you  
all in 2018.    
 
MELANIE BORG-SCIENCE 
Hi, my name is Melanie Borg and I can't wait to start teaching at Newbury Primary School. I 
have a Bachelor of Education (P - 12) and have been teaching for 4 years. Most of my 
experience has been teaching Year 1/2 but I am excited to take on a new role in 2018 as a 
Science teacher. I enjoy playing netball with my friends and spending time with my family. I 
am really looking forward to meeting all of you and can’t wait for a great year! 
 
JULIAN TOVEY- THE ARTS 
Hi, my name is Julian Tovey and I am very excited to be teaching The Arts at Newbury 
Primary School. I have spent many years teaching Music and Media Arts and can’t wait to 
share some new ideas with our Learning Community! In my spare time I love playing  
guitar, going to concerts, travelling and spending time with my family and friends. I’m  
looking forward to meeting everyone and enjoying our journey of learning together.  
 
MANDY HERD- CURRICULUM SUPPORT 
Hi I’m Mandy Herd and I’ll be joining the Newbury Community this year in the part time 
role of Curriculum Support. You may have seen me around Newbury in 2017 as a CRT. I 
have been teaching for over 15 years across Australia, New Zealand and England. I love 
dogs, travelling and Jelly Tip ice cream, a NZ specialty! I look forward to working with you 
all in the Newbury Community to improve education and inspire our champions of the 
future!  
 
CHRISTINA UPHAM- CURRICULUM SUPPORT 
Hello friends and families of Newbury PS. My name is Christina Upham and I am  
delighted to be joining your school community. This year I have the role of Curriculum 
Support. My true passion and teaching experience stems largely from an Early Childhood 
background, where I have taught Kindergarten and Prep over several years. During my 
spare time, I enjoy spending time with my family and friends; as well as cooking delicious 
desserts and sweets. I cannot wait to get to know you and your children, as we learn and 
grow together.  
 
BELINDA PATTERSON- LIBRARY ATTENDANT 
Hello everyone,  
My name is Belinda Patterson and I am very excited to be joining the Newbury Primary 
School Community in the Library. I have been working in schools for 7 years and I have 
enjoyed transitioning into the Library position.  
I like spending time with my family and friends, going to the movies, bowling, out to dinner 
and even away for the weekend. I look forward to creating a library space where the  
students can come and get lost in the world of books.  



PARENT PAYMENTS / QKR! 
Parent payments for 2018 are now payable. Payments can be made by our preferred  
payment method (QKR!) or  
 
PARENT DETAILS 
It is important that we have the correct information and contact details at the office for yourself and your child at all 
times. If you have changed any of the following in the past 6 months, please see the office staff to update your  
details: 
 Occupation 
 Phone number 
 Residential address 
 Family circumstances 
 Family doctor 
 Medical conditions 
 
SKILLS IN THE COMMUNITY 
Newbury PS are looking for skilled individuals in our school community that may be able to offer their services/
expertise in the coming year. If you are available during week days to assist in events such as working bees or  
gardening days, or you are skilled in certain areas such as painting or building, we would love to hear from you! 
Please fill out the following form to register https://goo.gl/forms/X2F746B0OZ6tlub63 . A current Working with  
children's check must be held. 
 
Benefits of Routines for Families 
Routines help to get things done. When a family is following a routine each member of the family knows what should 
occur, when and who should do it. Routines are also about spending quality time together and having fun. There are 
many types of routines that families follow. Some examples of these are: 
 School mornings 
 Bedtime 
 Meal times 
 Housework 
Routines and rituals strengthen a families shared beliefs and values and assist in the development of  
togetherness and a sense of belonging. Routines are good for children. Some children benefit from routines so that 
they can prepare themselves mentally and physically. 
 
Safety and belonging 
A home environment that is predictable and organised helps our children to feel safe and looked after. Routines can 
be a fun time together and strengthen family relationships. For example reading together before bed each night is 
great for children educationally as well as building a strong bond with family. 
 
Skills and Responsibility 
Having a regular job to do is a great way for children to contribute in a positive way to the running of the family 
home. It could be a simple as setting the table each night, this will teach them a skill and  
demonstrate that they are developing responsibility. 
 
Healthy Habits 
Daily routines help us in many ways. In regards to hygiene, healthy habits like brushing teeth, getting  
exercise and washing hands after the toilet can reduce the risk of becoming sick. Getting enough sleep is essential 
to being healthy and routines will ensure that our children get 10-12 hours uninterrupted sleep each night. 
 
Introducing a routine 
Why not have a go at introducing a routine with your family. Start off small and discuss and reflect on the effective of 
the routine. I am positive that you and your family will see the benefits of routines. 
 

Thank you for choosing Newbury Primary School for your child’s education and trusting us with your most precious 
possession. We look forward to building a positive relationship with you and working together to provide the best 
learning environment for your child. 
 

Principal Class Learning Community 
Michelle Bromfield 
Michelle Tedeschi 
Cameron Traill  

https://goo.gl/forms/X2F746B0OZ6tlub63




Here at Newbury Primary School we take the safety of our  
students seriously. Please refer to the VicRoads  

information below and discuss with your children the  
importance of road safety.  

 
Crossing the road safely 
Pedestrians have to share the road with vehicles so it is important they take care when 
crossing the road. As a pedestrian, plan where you will walk and always choose the 
safest place to cross a road. 
 
Stop, Look, Listen, Think 
Follow the safe road crossing procedure – STOP, LOOK, LISTEN and THINK. 
 
 

 STOP one step back from the kerb or shoulder of the 
road if there is no footpath.  

 LOOK in all directions for approaching traffic.  

 LISTEN in all directions for approaching traffic.  

 THINK about whether it is safe to cross the road – 
when the road is clear or all traffic has stopped.  

 
When crossing, walk straight across the road. Keep 
LOOKING and LISTENING for traffic while crossing. 
This information is particularly relevant to young people 
learning to cross roads. But it also provides a useful  
reminder to everyone particularly to those who may be 
distracted when crossing the road. 
 
Crossings 
Even at crossings you still need to remain alert and check whether vehicles are  
stopping for you. Always make sure traffic has actually stopped before stepping onto 
the road. 
Remember children’s crossings are legally active only when the flags are displayed. If a 
school crossing supervisor is on duty, cross only when he or she indicates that it is 
safe. 
 
Crossing the road at other places 
 Walk straight across the road – don’t jay-walk. 

 Keep checking in both directions to make sure the 
way is clear. 

 Try not to cross the road from between parked cars 
or near trees and bushes as drivers may not see 
you. 

 Avoid crossing near a bend or crest in the road. Give yourself a good chance to see 
vehicles coming from both directions. 

 Avoid crossing on roundabouts, particularly multi-lane roundabouts as they are very 
busy and complex and cars are not required to give way to you, unless there is a 
pedestrian crossing. Find somewhere further away from the roundabout to safely 
cross the road. 



CSEF 
(Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund) 

 

DO YOU HAVE A HEALTH CARE CARD OR 

PENSION CARD? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOU COULD BE ENTITLED TO $125 PER STUDENT 
 

VISIT THE OFFICE WITH YOUR CARD TO COMPLETE THE CSEF 

FORM. IF YOU HAVE COMPLETED A CSEF FORM IN 2017, YOU 

WILL NOT HAVE TO COMPLETE A NEW FORM UNLESS YOU 

HAD ANOTHER CHILD START AT NEWBURY PS IN 2018. 
 

APPLICATIONS CLOSE  

WEDNESDAY 28TH FEBRUARY 










