
Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 

8.30am - 3.45pm 

Friday 

8.30am - 3.30pm 

03 8691 6900 

202-226 Newbury  

Boulevard 

Craigieburn 3064 

newbury.ps@education.vic.gov.au 

Important Dates 
 

Monday 11th March 
Labour Day Public Holiday 

 
Thursday 14th March 
Forming Partnerships 

 
Friday 15th March 

EAL—Parent  
Information Session 

 
Friday 22nd March 

Social Work Parent Information 
Session. 

 
Thursday 28th March 

Last Day of Term 1 
Student Empowerment  

Fundraiser 
 

Monday 15th April 
First Day of Term 2 

 
Thursday 25th April 

Anzac Day Public Holiday 
 

Friday 26th April 
Volunteer—Parent  

Information Session 
 
 
 

For more important dates, please visit: 
www.newburyps.vic.edu.au 
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Issue 1 
Friday   

9th  
February  

2024 

Apps to Download 
 

Sentral: Keep up to date with   
instant notifications to your iPad or 

phone. 
QKR!: Make payments online  

using your debit/credit card for all 
school events requiring  

payment. 

 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

We are already over halfway through the term and we have a range of  

experiences and opportunities occurring for our students. We have  

Community Clubs and Play Support available for our students during each 

break. These offer a range of activities including the sand pit, hopscotch, 

basketball, card games, skipping, tag games and construction. 

Thank you to the families who have made Parent Payments. A reminder that 

only cash is accepted at the office, we do not have an EFTPOS facility.   

Payments can be made between 8:30am-3:45pm or by using the Qkr! app 

on your phone. 

Students have been engaged in a range of learning experiences over the 

past few weeks including various types of writing, learning about the value of 

community, place value, play preparation and school wide positive  

behaviours. 

 

Please note that students are not required at school on Monday 11
th

 

March due to the Labour Day holiday. 

Please refer to the Important Dates section of the newsletter to see what is 

coming up. 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB: 

This is held each Friday morning from 8:00am-8:40am and is run by  

Salvation Army and school staff volunteers. Come along and get a hot and 

delicious toasted cheese sandwich and a delicious coffee from the coffee 

van. 

 

SPECIALIST PROGRAMS: 

Science 

This term in Science, students will be learning about biological science. Prep 

classes will be learning about the needs of living things including plants and 

animals. Year One and Two students are learning all about dinosaurs and 

other prehistoric animals. Year Three and Four students will investigate 

seeds and the life stages of plants. Year Five and Six students will be  

growing mould and exploring helpful and harmful microorganisms.  

In the kitchen, students are cooking M&M biscuits, Warrigal green triangles, 

flat bread and iced tea. 

 
Throughout the year, students will have the opportunity to plant seeds and 

nurture their seedlings, water the plants growing in the Kitchen Garden and 

contribute to the compost bins. 

 
 
 



 

 
The Arts 
This term in Performing Arts, students will be learning about Music. They will be introduced to a range of music from 

various cultures, times and locations to discuss the purpose and importance of music in our lives. The students will 

learn musical concepts and skills to use when rehearsing and performing music with their voice, body percussion 

and instruments. 

 
In Visual Arts, all students have explored the importance of being a community and have collaborated to create a 

whole school art piece which encompasses our values. Moving forward, our Year 5/6 students have commenced 

observational drawing and have experimented with different mark making techniques to create high and low tone. 

Our Year ¾ students have explored the ways they are creative and are making mixed media self portraits. Our 

Year ½ students have been learning about landscape and the parts of a landscape; they are using pastel and ink 

wash to create a Claude Monet inspired water lily painting. Finally, our Prep students have been learning about the 

different tools and materials we use to make art. They have been exploring the art elements of line and colour. 

 
Health and PE 
 
During Health and PE this term, Prep students will be developing their fundamental movement skills including  
running and how to play safely at Newbury Primary School. Year One and Two students will be learning about  
personal strengths and developing their fundamental movement skills including running and catching. Year Three 
and Four students will be performing various fundamental movement skills including running, dodging and leaping 
with control. Throughout the term, Year Five and Six students will be learning about healthy relationships and  
incorporating many different specialised movement skills into various athletic activities such as discus, shot put and 
javelin. 
 
Digital Technologies and Media Studies 

During Digital Technologies this term, Prep students will be learning about their safety online and the differences 

between Hardware and Software. Year One and Two Students will be developing their E-Safety skills while  

comparing and researching the changes in technology over time. Year Three and Four students will be learning 

about Input and Output devices, using Makey Makey Kits to create bongos. They will also explore how to collect  

data and use it to solve problems. Year Five and Six students will be Connecting Digital Components, creating  

complete Digital Systems. They will also explore how binary data creates images.   

 
 
END OF TERM FINISHING TIMES 

At the end of each term, Newbury Primary School students will be dismissed early.  

Terms 1, 2 and 3: Students are dismissed at 2:10pm 

Term 4: Students are dismissed at 1:10pm 

Please mark these times and dates on your calendar. 

 
COMMUNICATION REGARDING CONCERNS: 

If you have a concern regarding your child, please ensure that you speak to your child’s classroom teacher as a first 

port of call. If they are not able to resolve your concern, the classroom teacher will then speak to another relevant 

member of staff to assist them. 



 

PERSONAL PROPERTY: 

Our school policy on personal property whilst at school which includes camps and excursions states: 

The Department of Education and Training does not have insurance for personal property of staff, students and  

visitors. Newbury Primary School does not take responsibility for items of personal property that are lost, stolen or 

damaged at school or during school activities. Damage to personal property brought to school is the responsibility of 

the owner of that property.  

Newbury Primary School encourages staff and students not to bring items of value to school, or to obtain appropriate 

insurance for such items.  

If students bring items of value to school, they will be confiscated and stored securely by the classroom teacher until 

the end of the day, when the items may be collected by the student and/or parent/carer. 

For a complete copy of this policy, please see one of our friendly Office Staff. 

 
HOMEWORK: 

Homework is one way of supporting student learning and connecting families with the learning of their children. At 

Newbury Primary School we follow the Department of Education homework guidelines which state that:  

Homework in Prep-Year 4: 

• Will mainly consist of daily reading to, with and by parents/carers or older siblings. 

• Enables the extension of class work by practising skills or gathering of extra information or materials. 

Homework in Years 5 and 6: 

• Should include daily independent reading. 

• May extend class work, projects and assignments, essays and research 

 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

Newbury Primary School’s uniform is a child friendly, stylish uniform that stands out within the community; we wear it 

with pride.  

Please ensure that your child is wearing the uniform correctly. 

The uniform is as follows: 

• Anything from the waist up needs to be an item with a school logo- this includes any jackets. Jackets that are 

not a school jacket are not permitted, this includes hoodies. 

• Pants, shorts and skirts need to be black only. Grey, blue or any other colour is not part of our uniform and is 

not acceptable. 

• Hats need to be broad brimmed. Hats and beanies are available to be purchased form the office. Please see 

our office staff for assistance. 

• Shoes can be any colour but they must be closed toe shoes for safety purposes. 

• Phone calls will be made to parents and carers whose child is not wearing the uniform correctly. 

 



 
GROUNDS UPDATES: 

Work has continued on the Play Space near the front of the school over the break. The Play Space includes  

accessible equipment as well as a range of rock pods and colourful rubber surfaces. It is really starting to take shape 

now. 

       
 

       
 

DROPPING OFF AND PICKING UP: 

When dropping off and picking up students, please practice road safety at all times. It has been reported that a  

number of cars are double parking, parking on the roundabout or on the curb which poses a huge risk for students. 

We are fortunate to have a number of school crossings around our school. Parking inspectors often visit schools 

and will issue parking infringements to anyone found posing a danger or parking illegally. We have also noticed a 

large number of parents crossing in the middle of the road and not using the provided school crossings. Please 

demonstrate road safety by using our school crossings. 

 

BIKES AND SCOOTERS: 

At Newbury Primary School, we promote health and fitness and it is terrific to see many students riding their bikes or 

scooters to school. Please make sure your child is wearing a helmet and that once they enter the school grounds, 

they walk their bike or scooter in. The bike sheds are located at the end of the building, near Classrooms 16 and 25. 

 
SUPERVISION BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL: 

Please note that supervision for students before school commences at 8:45am and after school until 3:25pm.  Staff 

are not on duty beyond these times. Please do not drop off your child before this time or leave them waiting after 

school beyond this time as they will not be supervised. 

 



 

EARLY DEPARTURES: 

Many students are being picked up early, often just before 3:00pm. Our dismissal time is 3:10pm which is a lot  

earlier than many schools in the area which enables parents/carers plan their travel and miss a lot of the school  

traffic. 

We understand the roadworks in the area are making it difficult however we ask that you do not disrupt student 

learning times by picking them up before our dismissal time of 3:10pm. 

Where possible, please make appointments outside of school times. 

 
LATE ARRIVALS: 

We have had quite a number of students arriving to school late and doing so on a regular basis. We understand the 

roadworks in the area are making it difficult, however we ask that you plan your travel time to have your children to 

school by 8:50am. Please be aware that not only does arriving to school late impact on your child’s learning time, it 

also distracts the class when students enter during a lesson. Please ensure that your child is at school, in their class 

and ready to commence instruction at 9:00am. A reminder that students can enter their classrooms from 8:50am. 

 

ALL DAY GRAZING: 

At Newbury Primary School, we understand that students need food to fuel their brain and that they are hungry  

during the day. Therefore, we encourage students to bring along healthy snacks that they can munch on in class. 

Some ideas include: carrot sticks, cheese, rice crackers, fresh or dried fruit, yoghurt or vegetables. Please refrain 

from providing food that may affect any anaphylactic students.  

 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS: 

We understand that you may want to do something special at school for your child to celebrate their birthday. Please 

be aware that only individual lolly bags are permitted to be given to classmates.  We thank you for your  

understanding. 

 

SCHOOL COUNCIL NOMINATIONS: 

School Council nominations for parents have now closed. Thank you to the parents/carers who put in a nomination 

for themselves or for someone else. The successful candidates for will be notified in the next few weeks. 

 

 
INTRODUCING OUR NEWEST STAFF MEMBERS 

 

 

PREETI KUMAR EDUCATION SUPPORT 

Hi everyone, my name is Preeti Kumar, and I am very excited to be joining Newbury  
Primary School. I’m looking forward to working with families and students in the  
upcoming year. Within my spare time, I enjoy reading, drawing, watching movies and 
spending time with family. I have a great passion for cooking and Art. I look forward to 
meeting you all and beginning our learning journey as a community. 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

TALIA TOSCANO- EDUCATION SUPPORT 

Hi everyone, my name is Talia and I am very excited to be joining Newbury Primary School. 
I’m looking forward to working with staff, families and students in the upcoming year. In my 
spare time I enjoy spending time with my family and friends, going shopping, trying new  
restaurants and reading. I have a passion for teaching and helping students achieve their 
goals. I look forward to meeting you all and beginning our learning journey as a  
community.   
 
 

 

 

SAARIA ABBAS- EDUCATION SUPPORT 

Hi everyone, my name is Saaria and I’m thrilled to be joining the Education Support  

community at Newbury Primary School. As I step into this role, I’m dedicated to contributing 

my skills to create a supportive learning environment for students. Outside of work, I enjoy 

reading, travelling, and socialising with family and friends. Currently pursuing a Bachelor of 

Education (Primary), my studies fuel my passion for working with children and enhances my 

ability to contribute meaningfully to student support and wellbeing. I’m honoured to join such 

a vibrant community at Newbury, and I feel privileged to embark on our journey in providing 

quality education and support to our students.  

 
 

 

NIKI MALVASO- EDUCATION SUPPORT  

Hi everyone, my name is Niki and I am excited to be joining the Newbury Primary School 

Learning Community. I am looking forward to working with the teachers and students this 

school year. In my spare time, I enjoy cooking, watching movies, going for long walks with 

my 2 puppies Ruby and Scooby and attending my son’s tennis matches and Taekwondo 

tournaments. 

 

 
 

We are so pleased that you are a part of our school community and thank you for choosing Newbury Primary 

School. We look forward to working together positively, so that together we can provide the best learning  

environment and supports for your child. 

 
Principal Class Learning Community 

Michelle Nunn 

Cameron Traill 

Kate Plant 

Belinda Rae 
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Here at Newbury Primary School we take the safety of our  
students seriously. Please refer to the VicRoads  

information below and discuss with your children the  
importance of road safety.  

 
Crossing the road safely 
Pedestrians have to share the road with vehicles so it is important they take care when 
crossing the road. As a pedestrian, plan where you will walk and always choose the 
safest place to cross a road. 
 
Stop, Look, Listen, Think 
Follow the safe road crossing procedure – STOP, LOOK, LISTEN and THINK. 
 
 

• STOP one step back from the kerb or shoulder of the 
road if there is no footpath.  

• LOOK in all directions for approaching traffic.  

• LISTEN in all directions for approaching traffic.  

• THINK about whether it is safe to cross the road – 
when the road is clear or all traffic has stopped.  

 
When crossing, walk straight across the road. Keep 
LOOKING and LISTENING for traffic while crossing. 
This information is particularly relevant to young people 
learning to cross roads. But it also provides a useful  
reminder to everyone particularly to those who may be 
distracted when crossing the road. 
 
Crossings 
Even at crossings you still need to remain alert and check whether vehicles are  
stopping for you. Always make sure traffic has actually stopped before stepping onto 
the road. 
Remember children’s crossings are legally active only when the flags are displayed. If a 
school crossing supervisor is on duty, cross only when he or she indicates that it is 
safe. 
 
Crossing the road at other places 
• Walk straight across the road – don’t jay-walk. 

• Keep checking in both directions to make sure the 
way is clear. 

• Try not to cross the road from between parked cars 
or near trees and bushes as drivers may not see 
you. 

• Avoid crossing near a bend or crest in the road. Give yourself a good chance to see 
vehicles coming from both directions. 

• Avoid crossing on roundabouts, particularly multi-lane roundabouts as they are very 
busy and complex and cars are not required to give way to you, unless there is a 
pedestrian crossing. Find somewhere further away from the roundabout to safely 
cross the road. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
At Newbury Primary School we value and acknowledge the wellbeing of all students, staff 

and community members. Below we have provided wellbeing support numbers that are 

accessible for everyone at any time when needed.  

 

Safe Steps 1800 015 188 

1800 RESPECT 
 1800 737 732  

Foundation House  
9389 8900  

     Lifeline 13 11 14  

https://www.google.com/search?safe=strict&hl=en&biw=1366&bih=657&ei=cnOyXce-B43Xz7sP0v6M-Ac&q=safe+steps+number&oq=safe+steps+number&gs_l=psy-ab.3..0j0i22i30l2.7233.8342..8470...0.0..0.265.1233.0j4j2......0....1..gws-wiz.wOsiJZeyvYw&ved=0ahUKEwjHv8CQw7blAhWN6

