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Special  
Edition 

Wednesday 15th 
April 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
This is Special Edition 1 newsletter due to the current COVID-19 situation and also as a means 
of providing very important information to the school community. 
During term 2, we will not have our regular newsletters every fortnight. Instead we will have 
Special Editions where required, to keep you updated with the latest information. 
 
It seems strange to say welcome back to Term 2 considering the majority of our students and staff are 
safe at home. In my 22 years in education I have never had a term end like Term 1 did or a term start 
like this one has. 
All of the staff at Newbury Primary School hope that you and your families are safe and well and  
coping well with the isolation.  
To the new families joining us, welcome to the Newbury Primary School community (remote at the 
moment). We look forward to getting to know you and building a positive and trusting relationship with 
your child/ren and family.  
It has certainly been an eventful month. Towards the end of Term 1 we were required to change the 
way we did things in the best interests of our students and staff. This included: 

 stopping the use of shared devices and resources including Take Home Texts and sandpit  
  equipment 

 splitting our outside break times so that there were less students outside at one time 

 continually disinfecting of all high touch surfaces 

 encouraging and being mindful of maintaining social distancing as much as possible 

 a number of school events were cancelled until further notice including assembly, school photo day,  
   Breakfast Club, excursions and incursions, Sports Days, Community Clubs, School of Rock  
   rehearsals and Connecting with Indian Communities parent information sessions.  

 we also purchased additional hand soap dispensers to install across the school 
 
TERM 2 AT NEWBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL: 
Following advice from the Victorian Government on Tuesday 7 April, Newbury Primary School has 
moved to remote and flexible learning from Term 2. 
This is a step all Victorian government schools are taking to help slow the spread of coronavirus 
(COVID-19). This means that all students who can learn at home must learn from home. This is a 
very clear directive from the Victorian Government based on the advice of the Chief Health  
Officer.  
 
Following advice from the Victorian Government, all students will be learning from home  
except for those in the following categories: 

 Children on days when they are not able to be supervised at home and no other arrangements can  
   be made. This will be available for children of parents who cannot work from home, and vulnerable  
   children, including: 

 children in out-of-home care 

 children deemed by Child Protection and/or Family Services to be at risk of harm 

 children identified by the school as vulnerable (including via referral from a family violence agency,  
   homelessness or youth justice service or mental health or other health service and children with a 
   disability). 
 
In these cases, an On-site Attendance Application Form is to be completed each week which requires 
parents and carers to indicate the days or part days they require their child/ren to attend school  
on-site. This form is available on Sentral and our school website. 
 
Whilst students are on-site the following will occur: 

 There will be additional cleaning conducted between 10:00am and 12:00pm each day where high 
contact surfaces will be disinfected. 

 All rooms and offices being used will have tissues and hand sanitiser. 

 Staff will use separate offices. Where this is not possible (such as the general office), there needs to 
   be four square metres of space per person. 

 All windows will be open to allow air flow. 

 Tables in classrooms will be at least two desk spaces apart. 

 Staff supervising on-site will regularly disinfect all surfaces being used. 



 Any staff member or student who is at all unwell will be sent home. 

 If necessary, outside breaks will be staggered to limit contact between students. 

 Parents and carers are asked to drop their child/ren off at 8:45am or to TheirCare prior to that if required. 

 Only the Newbury Boulevard gate will be unlocked. Parents/carers will not have access to school grounds. 

 Classrooms will have a ratio of 1:10.  

 Staff supervising on-site will assist students to access their remote learning tasks for the day. 

 Students may spend additional time in the day doing the following: 

 Outside breaks and play. Playgrounds, sensory garden and sandpits will not be used and social distancing will be          
   followed at all times. Play is restricted to the basketball courts and concrete area near Rooms 13-16. 

 Staff and students will be encouraged to keep as much physical distance as possible between each other when 
   eating. 

 Staff will direct and supervise hand washing at a minimum of before and after eating food; this should be either   
   through washing hands with soap and water or using hand sanitiser. 
 
Please note that staff will be contacting families this week to discuss details of what remote and flexible learning will 
look like during Term 2 and explain how we will continue to provide support to your child and your family. 
The Department’s latest advice on coronavirus can be found at https://www.education.vic.gov.au/coronavirus 
If you have any questions, you will be able to contact the school on the following email address:  
communication@newburyps.vic.edu.au or contact the office on 8691 6900. 
Please be assured that we will continue to provide a teaching and learning program for your child and continue to 
provide a safe and secure environment. 
 
2021 PREP INFORMATION EVENING HAS BEEN CANCELLED 
 
Our 2021 Prep information Evening which was due to be held on Thursday 16

th
 April has been cancelled to comply 

with the restrictions on having more than two people in any public gathering. 
Instead, we have created a video containing information about our school. This will be found on our website under 
the Prep 2021 tab over the next week. If you have any further questions you can email at  
enrolments@newburyps.vic.edu.au or call our office staff on 8691 6900. 
 
During Term 2, our enrolment process is as follows: 

 Complete the Google Form under Enrolments on our school website www.newburyps.vic.edu.au 

 Office staff will email you enrolment forms if you are in our school zone 

 You will be required to complete the enrolment form and email it back with supporting documents as outlined on   
   the website 

 When school returns back to normal, you will be required to bring in original copies of all documents to the office 
 
To see if you are in our school zone, please visit www.findmyschool.gov.au 
 
INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL REMINDER: 

Everyone arriving into Australia from overseas from midnight on the 15th March will be required to  
self-isolate for 14 days. If this is required, all members of the household will also need to self-isolate. 
This includes parents and carers and any other relatives or friends of your family who are returning from 
overseas travel. As they are required to self-isolate, they must not visit the school to pick up children or for 
any other reason.  
 
END OF TERM FINISHING TIMES 
 
At the end of each term, Newbury Primary School students will be dismissed early.  
 
Terms 1, 2 and 3: Students are dismissed at 2:10pm 
 
Term 4: Students are dismissed at 1:10pm 
 
Please mark these times and dates on your calendar. 
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INTRODUCING OUR NEWEST STAFF MEMBER 
 
CHRIS SACCO- ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 
 
Hello my name is Chris Sacco and I am honoured and proud to be a part of the Newbury Primary School community 
as Assistant Principal. I have worked in a variety of schools in a number of leadership roles where I have had the 
privilege of supporting the wellbeing and personal success of every student. As a parent of a wonderful daughter 
myself, I believe every student is capable of making excellent personal progress when they are engaged, motivated 
to make the required effort and provided with challenging learning opportunities. In addition to my work in education I 
have volunteered my time to non-profit organisations and youth centres. I’m excited for the year ahead and I look 
forward to meeting you. 
 

 
 
We thank you for choosing Newbury Primary School for your child’s education and trusting us with your most  
precious possession. We look forward to continuing to work together in partnership to provide the best learning  
environment for your child. 
 
Principal Class Learning Community 
 
Michelle Bromfield 
 
Cameron Traill 
 
Chris Sacco 


