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Special  
Edition 5 
Friday 7th  

August 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
This is Special Edition 5 newsletter due to the current COVID-19 situation and also as a means of 
providing very important information to the school community. 
 
Whilst we are providing remote and flexible learning during term 3, we will not have our regular 
newsletters every fortnight. Instead we will have Special Editions where required, to keep you  
updated with the latest information. 
 
In this continued difficult and challenging time, please know that all of the staff at Newbury Primary 
School’s thoughts are with you and we sincerely hope that you and your families are safe and well. 
 
STUDENT FREE DAY: 
Please note that Friday 14

th
 August is a pre-approved student free day. Staff will be working on number 

fluency and mathematics. Onsite supervision will not be available on this day. 
 
TERM 3 AT NEWBURY PRIMARY SCHOOL: 
Following advice from the Victorian Government on Monday 20 July, Newbury Primary School has moved 
to remote and flexible learning until further notice. 
 
This is a step all Victorian government schools are taking to help slow the spread of coronavirus  
(COVID-19). This means that all students who can learn at home must learn from home. This is a very 
clear directive from the Victorian Government based on the advice of the Chief Health Officer.  
 
Following advice from the Victorian Government, all students will be learning from home except for those 
in the following categories: 

On-site supervision will only be available to: 
 children whose parents are permitted workers and for whom no other arrangements can be    
   made 
 vulnerable children including: 
 -children in out-of-home care 
 -children deemed by Child Protection and/or Family Services to be at risk of harm 
 -children identified by the school as vulnerable (including via referral from a family violence  
   agency, homelessness or youth justice service or mental health or other health service) 
  -children with a disability where the family is experiencing severe stress. 
 
In these cases, an On-site Attendance Application Form is to be completed each week and emailed to 
communication@newburyps.vic.edu.au by 3pm each Thursday. 
 
A Permitted Worker Permit stating the days and hours for each parent and carer needs to be submitted 
before onsite attendance will be approved. 
 
Whilst students are on-site the following will occur: 

 Students will have their temperature checked on arrival. Guidelines on temperature checking is outlined    
   below. 

 There will be additional cleaning conducted between 10:00am and 2:00pm each day where high contact   
   surfaces will be disinfected. 

 All rooms and offices being used will have tissues, disinfectant and hand sanitiser. 

 Staff will use separate offices.  

 Windows will be open to allow air flow. 

 Staff supervising on-site will regularly disinfect all surfaces being used. 

 Any staff member or student who is at all unwell will be sent home. 

 If necessary, outside breaks will be staggered to limit contact between students. 

 Parents and carers are asked to drop their child/ren off at 8:50am or to TheirCare prior to that if  
   required. 

 Only specific gates will be used. Parents/carers will not have access to school grounds. 

 Staff supervising on-site will assist students to access their remote learning tasks for the day. 
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 Students may spend additional time in the day doing the following: 
  -Outside breaks and play. Playgrounds, sensory garden and sandpits will not be used and social distancing will be        
    followed at all times.  

 Staff and students will be encouraged to keep as much physical distance as possible between each other when    
   eating. 

 Staff will direct and supervise hand washing at a minimum of before and after eating food; this should be either    
   through washing hands with soap and water or using hand sanitiser. 
 

Temperature thresholds and required actions 
 

 
 
 
The Department’s latest advice on coronavirus can be found at https://www.education.vic.gov.au/coronavirus 
 
If you have any questions, you will be able to contact the school on the following email address: 
communication@newburyps.vic.edu.au or contact the office on 8691 6900. 
 
Please be assured that we will continue to provide a remote teaching and learning program for your child and  
continue to provide a safe and secure environment. If you are at all concerned about your child, please contact their 
classroom teacher. 
 
PREP 2021 ENROLMENT PROCESS: 
Our enrolment process is as follows: 

 If you have not registered your interest for enrolment you will need to complete this by going to our website.  

 Office staff will check if your address is in our zone.  If it is you will receive a email containing an enrolment form to    
   be completed 

 
PREP 2021: 
If you or someone you know is wanting to enrol their child in Prep for 2021, please contact the office as soon as  
possible for an enrolment form. We have been inundated with a large number of Prep enrolments for 2021 and need 
to determine numbers very quickly, in order to assist us in our planning for next year. 
 
END OF TERM FINISHING TIMES: 
 
At the end of each term, Newbury Primary School students will be dismissed early.  
Terms 1, 2 and 3: Students are dismissed at 2:10pm 
Term 4: Students are dismissed at 1:10pm 
Please mark these times and dates on your calendar 
 

TEMPERATURE READING REQUIRED ACTION 

Less than 37.5º Student advised to proceed to class. 

Equal to or greater than 37.5º on first 
reading 

The student should be asked to wait in a separate room and have their 
temperature re-checked in 15 minutes. 
If the student is wearing outerwear, the staff member should suggest 
the child remove this once they are indoors. 

Equal to or greater than 37.5º on sec-
ond reading 

The student should return home with their parent/carer. 
If parent/carer is not present, the student will need to be isolated and 
the parent/carer contacted to collect them from school as soon as pos-
sible. 
Families should be encouraged to seek the advice of their healthcare 
professional who can advise on next steps and coronavirus (COVID-19) 
testing. 
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OUR SUPPORT 
We know how challenging the first remote and flexible learning became for some families. This time is expected to 
be no different. There is much unknown and as seen from our first week, many possibilities for disruption.  
 
The Wellbeing Community is very pleased to be able to continue to offer social skills groups to our students during 
remote learning. These will be conducted each afternoon, via Webex, and we will focus on emotional literacy,  
resilience and building relationships. All of the students involved will have received an email with the Webex details. 
We look forward to seeing all of these students. 
 
The Wellbeing Community is now able to offer the services of both a Counsellor and a Psychologist. During these 
trying times addressing the needs of mental health is of the utmost importance. If you feel that your child would  
benefit from these services do not hesitate to contact your child’s classroom teacher to discuss. 
 
The Wellbeing Community would like to extend, to all families within our school, an opportunity to reach out. If you or 
a family member is struggling with the challenges of stage three lockdown, isolation or remote learning, please feel 
free to reach out to wellbeing leaders at any, Suzanne Pollard or Dan Wright. Both Suzanne and Dan can be  
contacted at the school on a weekday between 9am and 3pm. We continue to be ‘all in this together’.  
 
RESPECTFUL RELATIONSHIPS: 
At Newbury Primary School we run a program called Rights, Resilience and Respectful Relationships. Respectful 
Relationships supports schools and early childhood settings to promote and model respect, positive attitudes and 
behaviours. It teaches our children how to build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence through eight  
different topics.  
 
Topic 7: Gender and Identity  
Throughout topic 7 students discuss their individuality and learn that everyone has their own, unique identity. They 
discuss gender norms and stereotypes in the media and society that may impact on how they view themselves and 
others. 
 
CHILD SAFE STANDARDS: 
Ministerial Order 870 - Child Safe Standards - Managing the Risk of Child Abuse in Schools provides guidance on 
how the Standards apply to a school setting. It came into effect on 1 August 2016.  To implement the minimum 
Standards in accordance with the Order school governing authorities must: take account of the diversity of all  
children, including (but not limited to) the needs of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, children from  
culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, children with disabilities, and children who are vulnerable; and make 
reasonable efforts to accommodate such diversity. Our Child Safe Standards policies are available to view on our 
school website www.newburyps.vic.edu.au  
 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT PROCEDURES: 
All schools are required to have an emergency management plan which includes a variety of processes for handling 
an emergency. These vary greatly depending on the type of emergency and can include; evacuation offsite,  
evacuation onsite, lockdown and a zone lock out. In usual times, we have a practice emergency drills each term to 
analyse our processes and ensure they are as efficient as they can be. Students have the process explained to them 
and are supported by the staff throughout the process. 
 
Please note that in the event of the school having to enact one of the emergency management procedures, our  
number one priority is ensuring that all students are safe as per our duty of care. If you are concerned at any time 
that your child has been affected by one of these procedures, please let their classroom teacher know so that we can 
put some additional supports in place. 
 
Thank you for your continued understanding, support and patience during this challenging time. We are all 
in this together. 
 
Principal Class Learning Community 
 
Michelle Bromfield 
 
Cameron Traill 
 
Chris Sacco 
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